ALTERNATE ROUTE RESIDENCY PROGRAM

The Alternate Route (AR) Residency program is designed to allow candidates to complete a residency program if enrolment in a formalized Residency Program is not possible.
[bookmark: _Hlk138321817]The AR Residency Program implies part-time tuition, training and case exposure in institutions different to the Resident’s clinic/practice under the overall responsibility and supervision of an ECVD Diplomate as mentor. Other ECVD Diplomates or ACVD Diplomates can act as Co-Mentors. It is mandatory to have an Ombudsman for the program.

Residents must have received their veterinary qualification from an EAEVE-approved establishment unless relieved of this obligation by the Education Committee.

Each AR Residency Program needs approval by the Education Committee for the Resident in question. The precise format of each individual AR Residency Program is at the discretion of the Education Committee. 
The minimum time of an AR Residency Program is three years and the total time must not exceed six years. The duration of the program should be expressed in “full” years (for example, a residency cannot last 4.5 years; it must be either 4 or 5 years).
In general, the AR Residency Program has to fulfil all requirements of a Formalized Residency Program except that clinical training may be undertaken in blocks in up to four different institutions and under the supervision of different Co-mentors. Blocks should not be less than 4 weeks in length to permit adequate case follow-up.
As in a Formalized Residency Program, an AR Resident must spend a minimum of 250 days of clinical training and supervised study in the training institutions. The actual number of supervised full working days will depend on the individual description of each residency program and this needs to be followed. Supervised days are when Mentor and Resident are on site. The AR Resident should have primary case involvement during this time. Supervised days are not days when a Mentor is available only by phone. Clinical training includes time spent taking histories, examining animals, carrying out diagnostic and therapeutic procedures, reviewing diagnostic material, liaising with specialists, referring veterinarians and owners and contributing to rounds and case conferences. 

Those planning to take the AR Residency Program should be realistic in recognizing the practical, logistic and personal difficulties it might involve. Individuals are strongly advised to contact recent Diplomates who have successfully negotiated these hurdles for help and advice. As for Formalized Residency programs, alternate route programs must be presented to and approved by the Education Committee before the program starts.


REGISTRATION AS RESIDENT
Please read the document “How to start a new Residency Program” on the ECVD website. 


THE ALTERNATE ROUTE RESIDENCY PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The program description, documentation and requirements to sit the diploma examination are the same as for Formalized Residency Programs. 

Herewith, we refer to the document:  Formalized Residency Program.  
Formalized Residency Program requirements also apply for the AR Residency Program unless listed differently below.
 
It is the responsibility of the AR Residents to read carefully the following sections:
· Program Description 
· Documentation 
· Work-Place Based Assessment of the Residency (WBPA)
· Certification of Completion of Residency
· Responsibilities of Mentor, Resident and ECVD
· Review of Program, Supervisory Staff and Resident’s Performance 
· Appeal Procedure

Please be aware that the same number of cases in primary responsibility (500) and re-checks (750) under direct supervision are required as in a Formalized Residency Program.

The Institution(s) and Mentor(s)
The training periods should be conducted under the direct supervision of an ECVD Diplomate. The clinical and dermatohistopathological training can take place at veterinary schools, other institutions/ private clinics/practices but the number of different training sites should not exceed four. At any institution, an ECVD or ACVD Diplomate must be on site as Co-Mentor.
The institution(s) must supply adequate space, facilities and have sufficient cases guaranteed during the Resident's stay. The institution must provide all equipment required for the examination, diagnosis and management of patients. A complete medical record must be maintained for each case and these records must be retrievable.

Distance teaching is not recognized. Primary case responsibility is an absolute requirement for the clinical training period. However, the ultimate responsibility for every case stays with the Diplomate responsible for the AR Residency Program. 
In the remaining time the Resident should spend at least 50% of his/her time dealing with dermatology. However, it is advised that 25% of the total time should not be spent in clinical setting but should be devoted to academic development and/or research. 

The Resident 
The Candidate wishing to perform an AR Residency Program to specialization must be a veterinary graduate, be registered/licensed to practice veterinary medicine in the country in which he/she intends to undertake the training periods and must have completed a one-year recognized internship of rotating clinical training in veterinary medicine beyond the professional degree. As an equivalent to a rotating internship, clinical experience of at least two years in general practice will be accepted. The Resident must have a satisfactory moral and ethical standing in the profession and the community.



